The properties of the four most commonly used tetrazohum salts, neotetrazolium, nitro blue tetrazolium (nitro-BT), tetranitro-BT, and 2-(2-benzothiazolyl-3-(4-phthalhydrazidyl)-5-stynyl-tetrazolium (BPST (Jacobsen, 1969;  undertaken.
The study includes incubations in the presence of oxygen or nitrogen and of azide, a cytochrome inhibitor, for the elucidation of the role of oxygen sensitivity in the reduction of these tetrazolium salts (Nishikimi et al., 1972; Worsfold et al., 1977; Butcher, i978a, 1979; Seidler, 1979; Butcher, i982a; Seidler, 1982; Butcher, 1983; Raap, 1983) .
Materials and Methods
Mature female albino Wistan rats were killed by a blow on the back of the head at I 1 AM after 24 hr of starvation and free access to water. (Nishikimi et al., 1972; Ponti et al., 1978; Seidler, 1982; Raap, 1983 
